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" of men, translate themselves into that weariness o?
" novelty which seems at intervals to overtake whole,
" Western societies, including minds of every degree.
" of information and cultivation.                                [

" My present object is to point out some of the]
" results of mental sterility at a time when society is i^
" the stage which we have been considering. TJ:ieh;
" the relations between man and man were sumpiied up
" in kinship. The fundamental assumption '"was that
" all men, not united with you by blood, were youif
" enemies or your slaves. Gradually the assumption
" became untrue in fact, and men, who were n.ot bloocl
" relatives, became related to one another on terms of
" peace and mutual tolerance or mutual advantage.
" Yet no new ideas came into being exactly harmonis-
" ing with the new relation, nor was any new phraseo-
logy invented to express it. The new member of
" each group was spoken of as akin to it, was treated as
" akin to it, was thought of as akin to it. So littld
'" were ideas changed that, as we shall see, th^e very
"affections and emotions which the natural^ bond
" evoked were called forth in extraordinary strength
" by the artificial tie. The clear apprehension of; these
" facts throws light on several historical problems, and
" among them on some of Irish history. Yeli they
" ought not greatly to surprise us, since, in a modified
"form, they make part of our everyday experience.
" Almost everybody can observe that, when new cir-
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